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World Food Program (WFP)

Â Food assistance agency of the United Nations

Â Aim to reach 100 million people in 2009

Â Operating in 77 countries 

Â Over 11,000 staff ï80% field based 

Â Working with  2,800 local and intôl PVOs



Nutrition ïThe Context 

Lancet Series January 2008

Â Maternal and child under-nutrition is the 
underlying cause of over 3.5 million (1/3 rd) child 
deaths worldwide annually 

Â Intergenerational nature of malnutrition

Â Stunting in first 2 years of life results in 
decreased cognitive development, poorer school 
performance, lower economic activity.



The conceptual framework for 
underlying causes of malnutrition

Malnutrition

Food Care Health



Sustainable Food Security 

FAO:

Food security exists when all people, at all 
times, have physical, social and economic 
access to sufficient, safe and nutritious
food which meets their dietary needs and 
food preferences for an active and healthy 
life. 



World Food Program (WFP)

1960s:  

Food surplus world 

Question: How do we fill the cup?

2008:

Post food surplus world

Increase in cash contributions

Question: Whatôs in the cup ?



What is WFP Doing ?
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What is WFP Doing ?

Â Review/expanding existing products

Â Incorporating new products ïRUTFs, 
RUFs

Â Policy dialogue ïWorld Bank, REACH 



Review of Existing Products ïCSB 

ã relatively low cost

ã limited cooking time

ã good mix of proteins and micronutrients

X not all potential micronutrients included

X  diluted / weakened during cooking

X iron and zinc absorption limited

X not ideal for meeting high nutritional needs of 
young children (u/2)


